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YMCA Youth Group Pays Tribute 
to Connecticut’s 375th Anniversary
Resolution at Annual Conference Commemorates State Heritage
The leaders of tomorrow are paying tribute to more than three centuries of Connecticut history this weekend during the 2010 YMCA Youth & Government annual conference held at the State Capitol and Legislative Office Building.

More than 250 high school-aged delegates from around state approved a resolution commemorating Connecticut’s 375th Anniversary, a yearlong celebration of activities. The students spend the weekend immersed in mock government roles – from legislators to lobbyists.

“This annual gathering is an impressive exercise in democracy and leadership,” Governor Rell said. “Some day these young men and women may be sitting in the Legislature representing their own communities and making a difference in the lives of their fellow citizens. I think it is wonderful that these future leaders will honor  Connecticut’s noble past. Our 375th Anniversary is a time to reflect on how we got here, and just as importantly, where we are going.”
This is the 67th year of the YMCA Youth & Government in Connecticut. The first conference was held in 1944. 

Historians say 1635 was the critical year in Connecticut history because that year marked the settlement of the three river towns – Windsor, Wethersfield and Hartford – that initially established the colony. Governor Rell kicked off the yearlong celebration February 17 at the State Library, which houses the fundamental orders and State Constitution. 
Some “fabulous firsts” of Connecticut history:
· 1638 – The Fundamental Orders of Connecticut was the first written constitution in the world that created a government;

· 1727 – The first copper coins in America were minted at the Higby Mine in Simsbury;

· 1784 – The Litchfield Law School was the first law school in America;

· 1816 – The Connecticut General Assembly chartered the first School for the Deaf in the country.
Governor Rell assembled a group of volunteers from the private and public sector to help plan activities commemorating the 375th Anniversary,  Services and items related to the state’s year long 375th anniversary celebration are donated or purchased with donated funds.  Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.  Go to www.CT375.com for more information and to donate. More information on 375th Anniversary events can be also be found at:

· http://twitter.com/Connecticut375
· http://www.facebook.com/pages/Hartford-CT/Connecticuts-375thAnniversary/10150113573780463?ref=ts
· http://www.youtube.com/user/ct375
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