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P.T. Barnum’s bronze statue-in-the-making

will honor 200th birthday of Bethel’s legendary resident

Union Savings Bank contributes $2,500 to Bethel Historical Society

for life-sized replica of “The Greatest Show on Earth” founder

[Bethel, Conn., May 13, 2010] – Bethel native and America’s most famous showman, Phineas Taylor Barnum (known to most as PT Barnum) will soon be commemorated by his hometown in a life-sized six-foot bronze statue that will be erected on the Bethel Public Library’s front lawn.
The Bethel Historical Society commissioned the statue, which honors the renowned author, publisher, philanthropist, politician and entertainer-entrepreneur’s 200th birthday on July 5. Union Savings Bank has contributed $2,500 towards the statue’s creation by artist/sculptor David Gesualdi. Once completed, the statue will be placed on a four-foot stone pedestal on the Bethel Public Library’s front lawn facing Greenwood Avenue. The pedestal will feature informational plaques about PT Barnum, Bethel natives John and Harry Nelson (who worked for 50+ years as circus clowns in the Ringling Brothers & Barnum & Bailey Circus) and major donors.

Gesualdi, who also created the veteran’s war statue that resides in front of Bethel’s Municipal Center, extensively researched Barnum’s life and character, volunteered hundreds of hours in developing several miniature concepts for the Barnum statue and sculpted the final version, selected by Bethel residents, to lifelike reality. In May, the clay statue will be transported from Gesualdi’s Bethel-based studio, free of charge by Bethel-based Mariano Brothers Specialty Moving, to the Polich Tallix Fine Art Foundry in Rock Tavern, N.Y. for bronze casting.
Developing a statue of PT Barnum in Bethel has been a long-term dream for both the Bethel Historical Society and Gesualdi, a Bethel resident. “I can recall 10 years ago driving around my town and thinking, ‘Wow, wouldn’t it be great if we could do a statue of this man who put his reputation on the line, took great risks and ultimately made our country a better place to live’,” Gesualdi said.  “I knew his birthday was coming up and began doing relief sketches in clay when Pat called me to do the statue.”
After bronze casting of the statue is complete, it will be transported back to Bethel in time for the town’s September 25 and 26 celebration. The celebration will include a day of family-oriented events on September 25. The PT Barnum statue will be dedicated on September 26, followed by a Carnival Clowns parade and a concert on the Municipal Center lawn by Billy Michael and his J&B Band.

“We are extremely fortunate to count on the support of organizations such as Union Savings Bank who have been instrumental in bringing this important statue to life,” said Bethel Historical Society President Patricia Rist. “In addition to our financial supporters statewide, this has been an inspiring town-wide collaboration to create an lasting legacy of Barnum’s contributions that is a source of pride for Bethel residents.” 

About the Bethel Historical Society

Located at 40 Main St., Bethel, Conn., The Bethel Historical Society is dedicated to the preservation of the history of Bethel and to stimulating interest in local, state, and national heritage. The Society’s museum contains Bethel-related items such a quilts,furniture, china, along with many other items of interest and is open to the public by appointment as well as during Historical Society presentations. 
About Union Savings Bank

Established in 1866 and headquartered in Danbury, Conn., Union Savings Bank is a $2.5 billion mutual bank dedicated to providing excellent service to its customers and communities. As a full-service financial institution, Union Savings Bank provides banking, mortgage, investment and insurance products throughout western Connecticut with 28 offices in Bethel, Bridgewater, Brookfield, Canton, Danbury, Kent, New Fairfield, Goshen, Litchfield, Marble Dale, New Milford, Newtown, Ridgefield, Roxbury, Sharon, Southbury, Torrington and Washington Depot. The bank provides financial services to individuals, businesses, not-for-profit organizations and government entities through its commercial, residential and consumer lending divisions, corporate services, retail banking and investment management and trust services.

For more information, please visit unionsavings.com
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